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    Conceptual Blending at CogSci2021
					  
	
		“Conceptual Blending in Animal Cognition: A Comparative Approach.” A symposium of the annual conference of the Cognitive Science Society, on Comparative Cognition—Animal Minds, 26-29 July 2021, Vienna. “We bring together a diverse group of researchers to discuss human-unique cognitive abilities through the lens of CBT [Conceptual Blending Theory]. Turner introduces CBT and outlines the cross-species cline of conceptual blending. Pelkey provides evidence for various types of blends in bats and discusses the conclusions of these analyses. Leonardis, Semenuks, and Coulson emphasize the importance of taking non-human perspectives in analyzing behaviors with CBT. Adachi discusses work on metaphorical and cross-modal mapping in primates. Forster serves as the moderator.”
		


  

	  

  	The Riddle of the Buddhist Monk: A Buddhist monk begins at dawn one day walking up a mountain, reaches the top at sunset, meditates at the top overnight until, at dawn, he begins to walk back to the foot of the mountain, which he reaches at sunset.  Make no assumptions about his starting or stopping or about his pace during the trips.  Riddle: is there a place on the path that the monk occupies at the same hour of the day on the two trips? Click for the full answer.
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		During the Upper Paleolithic, human beings developed an unprecedented 
          ability to innovate. They acquired a modern human imagination, which 
          gave them the ability to invent new concepts and to assemble new and 
          dynamic mental patterns. The results of this change were awesome: human 
          beings developed art, science, religion, culture, refined tool use, 
          and language. Our ancestors gained this superiority through the evolution 
          of the mental capacity for conceptual blending. Conceptual blending 
          has a fascinating dynamics and a crucial role in how we think and live. 
          It operates largely behind the scenes. Almost invisibly to consciousness, 
          it choreographs vast networks of conceptual meaning, yielding cognitive 
          products, which, at the conscious level, appear simple. Blending is 
          a process of conceptual mapping and integration that pervades human 
          thought. A mental space is a small conceptual packet assembled for purposes 
          of thought and action. A mental space network connects an array of mental 
          spaces. A conceptual integration network is a mental space network that 
          contains one or more "blended mental spaces." A blended mental 
          space is an integrated space that receives input projections from other 
          mental spaces in the network and develops emergent structure not available 
          from the inputs. Blending operates under a set of constitutive principles 
          and a set of governing principles. The theory of conceptual blending 
          has been applied in cognitive neuroscience, cognitive science, psychology, 
          linguistics, music theory, poetics, mathematics, divinity, semiotics, 
          theory of art, psychotherapy, artificial intelligence, political science, 
          discourse analysis, philosophy, anthropology, and the study of gesture 
          and of material culture. 
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